Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me firstly express my sincere gratutide to the Polish authorities for hosting this event. It is another striking demonstration of the attention given by Poland and the European Union, to strenthening the cooperation with the Eastern Partnership member states. And I am firmly convinced that for the Eaestern Partnership member states, in their turn, cooperation with the EU in the field of academic mobility is of great importance.   

On behalf of the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Moldova I would like to state that promotion of the academic mobility is an important component on the ministerial agenda. For us, the academic mobility represents an essencial element in creation of the European Higher Education Area within the Bologna Process, which leads to:

-quality assurance in education, 
-enhancement of international competitiveness of the higher education, 
-promotion of the intercultural dialogue.
-building human capital, 
-supporting ongoing European democratic processes, 
-encouraging multicultural education, 
-enabling comparability of degrees and qualifications, 

-and internationalisation of national education systems.
The Moldovan citizens can study abroad on the basis of intergovernmental or interministerial cooperation agreements, as well as on their own expense. The same regards the foreign students coming to Moldova. 
Fruitful cooperation with the EU member states and neighborhood countries has been established in the framework of the Tempus and Erasmus Mundus programmes, which has led to a transfer to Moldova of educational know-how and best practices, as well as multilateral mobility of the students and the academic staff.

The participation of the Eastern Partnership member states in the EU programmes will be possible due to the partnership with universities from Sweden, Germany, Spain, France, etc., and will be essential for improvement of the administrative system of the institutions, the curricula and individual mobility of teachers and students. 

I would like to state that Moldova entirely adheres to and highly appreciates the initiative made by Poland and surely supported by all the Eastern Partnership member states to broaden access to the EU ERASMUS Programme for the states from the region. 
I am glad to see that there is a follow-up of the Warsaw International Conference held in July this year, which was dedicated to the Eastern Dimension of Mobility. Within the meeting all of us have agreed upon the necessity of fostering mobility through:
Giving the Eastern Partnership member states a wider access to the EU Programmes

Establishing a constructive regional dialogue to regulate the existent academic mobility on the national, regional and european levels

Strenghening the efforts put forth by the Eastern Partnership member states in the field of academic, scientific, technological and innovational mobility. 

In the framework of this Conference, it was an honour for us to receive a high appreciation of the European Commision on Moldova’s progress in supporting mobility across Europe.
In this context I would like to stress once again that the Ministry of Education supports all the international projects and programmes, which enable the Moldovan citizens to benefit from the opportunies of academic mobility and make national educational system open to the rest of the world. 
In particular, in the context of the ERASMUS Programme, I would like to mention that we shall put forth all the efforts necessary for strengthening institutional and human capacities, for us to be able to meet the opportunities and face the new challenges in the international academic mobility.  

I believe that participation of our states in the ERASMUS Programme shall essentially contribute to strenthening the higher education, creating society of knowledge and increasing the mobility across Europe and competititiveness of national educational systems. 
Encreasing mobility through ERASMUS contributes to the promotion and encouragement of:
A more intense cooperation between higher education institutions through programmes, networks and multilateral projects
A wider access to education, training and research for studients not only in higher education institutions and research centres, but also in enterprises and other private sector actors
More opportunities for teaching and higher education institutions staff to pursue training and teach abroad.
By implementing all these, we envisage that the ERASMUS Programme shall help us in achieving the ambitious goal set by the Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve Communiqué, by which we have agreed to have by 2020 at least 20% of those graduating in the EHEA, who have had a study or training period abroad. 
I am firmly convinced that the participation of the Republic of Moldova and the Eastern Partnership member states in the ERASMUS Programm will not only be an inspiring and driving force for our home institutions to further reform their structures and improve educational services but also make our educational system more open to the Eastern region and Europe as a whole. 
Thank you for your attention and I wish all of us a productive work during today’s meeting. 
Moldova’s presence in mobility programmes: 

Giving high importance to our participation in the EU mobility programmes, the Ministry of Education revaluates at its maximum the access to the programmes of the European Community, such as Tempus, Erasmus-Mundus, Jean Monnet, and e-Twinning. 

Besides the European Community Programmes, we also appreciate and support other mobility opportunities that we have within: 

· Bilateral treaties (about 50 bilateral and multilateral agreements signed by the Government of the Republic of Moldova in the field of education)
· other regional programmes 

· European Initiatives and organisations 

· Interuniversity cooperation 

· Free mobility

· CEEPUS Programme

This year we have launched the implementation of the Central European Exchange Program for University Studies (CEEPUS). Under this programme Moldova awards 100 months/scholarships to foreign students and young foreign researchers to participate in internships and trainings at the Moldovan universities.

Besides the CEEPUS Program, such international organizations as UNESCO, ETF, ERI SEE, RCC (TFBHC), Central European Initiative (ICE) and Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), ACES, likewise promote academic exchanges and foster human capital, and the Republic of Moldova benefits greatly from these opportunities. 

The most fruitful cooperation in the field of academic mobilty is realized within the framework of the agreements of cooperation with: Romania, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Russia, Greece, the Czech Republic, Turkey, Poland, Austria, Slovenia, and others European countries. 

It is of great importance for us to support not olny outgoing but also incoming academic mobility. By participating in the mobility programmes and enhancing quality of educational services we shall manage to make national educational system internationally attractive.

Unfortunately, at present the disproportion between the incoming and outgoing mobility is relatively high: if annually about 6.000 of the Moldovan citizens benefit from complete or short-term scholarships to study abroad, the number of incoming students is much lower. Thus, at the beginning of the academic year 2010/2011 the total number of foreign students studying at our higher education institutions constituted 1.100 persons, predominanly originating from Israel (25.8%), Ukraine (20.2%), Turkey (15.4%), Russia (12.5%), Syria (8.4%), Romania (8.5%). 

Obstacles:

· Obstacles to out-going mobility

· Visa issues

· Diploma recognition 

· Social integration

· Obstacles to in-coming mobility

· Low attractiveness of the national education system

· Legalization of stay for coming students

How to overcome mobility obstacles:

· Quality assurance and HE competitiveness

· Development of language competences

· Courses for social integration
· Facilitation of visa issue 
How to widen our participation in the community programs

The Eastern Partnership member states can widen their participation in the community programmes by

· creating a regional cooperation platform on mobility and cooperation,

· adapting modular study programmes, which offer more flexible ways to study, 

· simplifying the procedures of recognition of foreign study documents and qualifications,

· approximating the national education systems to the European standards and models, to ensure comparability and transparency of the degrees and qualifications,

· promoting excellence in study and research, which can be achieved through cooperation with “the best” across Europe,

· promoting language study and ICT proficiency especially among academic staff, to foster intercultural dialogue and exchange,

· assuring a wider dissemination of the information among all interested parties on academic opportunities offered by the European Community,

· increasing mobility flows through interuniversity cooperation,

· fostering people-to-people contacts between the EU and the Eastern Partnership member states,

· increasing number of the scholarships and research grants offered Eastern Partnership countries in the framework of the ongoing EU programmes and the New Generation EU Programmes,

· adapting the New Generation EU Programmes to the specific needs in the region, in the new financial perspective 2014-2020,

· simplifying visa regulations for mobile students and academic staff.

